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MEDIA INVITATION
You’re invited to celebrate some good news for the arts community in Victoria at the opening of the Karin Koerner Gallery and Jennie Butchart Art Studio.

The Gallery and Studio will be used primarily by artists with developmental disabilities at the Garth Homer Centre but will also be available for community exhibits.

Reporters are welcome to arrange a time to visit the studio prior to the opening to interview client artists as they work.   Please contact Maryann Snowden to make arrangements.

What:
Jennie Butchart Studio and Karin Koerner Gallery Opening
Where:
Garth Homer Centre


813 Darwin Ave.


Victoria, BC

When:
November 5, 2009

7:00 p.m.
Contact:
Maryann Snowden

250-475-2270  or 250-516-5396
GOOD NEWS FOR THE ARTS COMMUNITY 
IN VICTORIA

Release date:  October 21, 2009
Victoria, BC - An arts announcement with a difference – this time it’s good news.  As many arts organizations talk about closing down, a new art studio and gallery is opening its doors in Victoria next month.

The Karin Koerner Gallery at the Garth Homer Centre will provide a permanent exhibition space for the work of artists with developmental disabilities who create their art in the new Jennie Butchart Studio as part of the ArtWorks program.  The new studio and gallery would not exist without community support as the entire cost of the $130,000 project was covered by donations from foundations and private individuals.
Created in 1998, ArtWorks provides visual arts instruction to 16 artists in a supported studio environment.  They are recognized as artists through participation in solo and group exhibitions at local, national and international levels.

For ten years ArtWorks operated out of a cramped space that limited the type and scale of work that could be produced.  Now after an “Extreme Makeover” the artists are inspired.  Daylight floods the open concept studio which provides plenty of room for easels and individual work stations and easy access to art supplies, and the library.   The artists are ecstatic about the change.  David Whiting says “I love working BIG!  We have so much more room to paint now.  I want to work on a mural – or maybe even a fresco!”   
The Garth Homer Society has long believed that artists with developmental disabilities have the right to choose to be an artist and to show their work in public galleries and other community venues.  The Jennie Butchart Studio and Karin Koerner Gallery are essential to making this philosophy a reality.
What:
Jennie Butchart Studio and Karin Koerner Gallery Opening

Where:
Garth Homer Centre


813 Darwin Ave.


Victoria, BC

When:
November 5, 2009 at 7:00 p.m.
Contact:
Maryann Snowden

250-475-2270  or  250-516-5396

 ARTWORKS 
BACKGROUNDER
The Karin Koerner Gallery and Jennie Butchart Studio make up the permanent home of the Garth Homer Society’s ArtWorks program.  The program provides opportunities for 16 client artists with developmental disabilities to work independently and develop their own creative styles.  This unique program allows these artists to develop their artistic abilities in a professional studio environment.  Emphasis is placed on increasing participation in the community and recognition of the artists throughout the exhibition and marketing of their art.   The program was founded by professional artists Bonnie Laird and Suzanne Bessette in 1998.  

ArtWorks participates annually at the Moss Street Paint-In, the Saanich Community Arts Awareness Week demonstration and recently the Luminara Festival.
ArtWorks Annual group exhibition venues include Emily Carr House, Saanich Municipal Hall and Gallery Cafe, Carole James Constituency Office and the Community Arts Council Gallery of Greater Victoria.
The ArtWorks studio has been named in memory of Jennie Butchart as she herself was an accomplished artist and would have supported initiatives in the community that allow the arts to flourish.  The Butchart Gardens contributed significantly to the creation of the new ArtWorks Jennie Butchart Studio. 
The gallery is named after Karin Koerner.  Karin’s support of the Artworks program – from its inception through to the time of her death – was outstanding.  Her son Jamie has followed in his mum’s artistic footsteps as he is a long time participant in the ArtWorks program.  

